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Building tradesmen, early 20th century. Grouped around the very dapper architect at 
front row, centre, are carpenters, bricklayers, plumbers and plasterers. One of them is 

holding a cat. Russell Hall, Skipton, Victoria, 1918. 
(MV image No. bfa001407)
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BALMAIN
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BALMAIN
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BALMAIN

S
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BATHURST
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BEGA
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BERRIMA
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BLACKHEATH
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BLAYNEY
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BROOKLYN

Above, Beaumont Jardine’s sketch of the 
bottle and some of its contents. 

At left, he indicates the place where the 
bottle was found at the front left-hand 

corner of the house.
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BURWOOD
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CAMPERDOWN
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CAMPSIE
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CARRINGTON
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The very last thing Brian Ridley expected to see when he took the original plaster 
sheeting from the wall in the hallway of his cottage in Cessnock was an old blue serge 

little shabby and frayed when it had been put into the wall, also appeared to have suffered 
from insect attack during the many years in which it had been hidden from view. 

The jacket was a child’s, dark navy blue and fairly heavy in weight. Buttons down the 
right-hand side indicated that it had been made for a boy and its size suggested a child of 
about age seven.

The house was being renovated at the time 
the jacket was found. The old plaster lining was 
not in the best of condition and, having decid-
ed to replace it with new plaster sheeting, the 
Ridleys had decided to install insulation at the 
same time. The jacket was placed low down in 
the wall, near the skirting board and close to the 
doorway into one of the front bedrooms.

Changes lay ahead for Brian Ridley and his 
wife, Helen, both of whom are retired teachers. 
The old house was thoroughly renovated before they sold it and moved to a retirement 
village at Bateau Bay. 

A lover of history, Helen had done some research into the story of their house which 
had belonged to her parents, James and Helen Alexander, since 1957.  She discovered 
that it  had been built in about 1922, one of three adjacent cottages constructed by a lo-
cal builder with a most unusual name: Cecil Australia Britain Hipwell.2 Born at Paterson 
in the Hunter Valley in 18873, Hipwell was doing well for someone who had probably 
received no more training than an apprenticeship as a carpenter.

In 1913 he married Muriel Squire at Cessnock. They had a daughter, Cecile, in the 

CESSNOCK
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same year.4 With a family to support and house, Cecil Hipwell had work to do. He bought 
three allotments of land in Ivan Street, Cessnock, Nos. 3, 5 and 7, and constructed houses 
on each of them. He may have lived for a time in the timber cottage he built at No. 7 but 
it was sold in 1923 to Eileen Clayton, the wife of a Cessnock tobacconist and billiard hall 
proprietor.5 The second owner was a Mrs. McIntosh. She sold it to the Alexanders and it 
eventually became the home of their daughter and her husband.6

The jacket was found late in 2004, shortly after the Ridleys had seen the episode of 
ABC-TV’s history programme, Rewind, in which I described my research into concealed 
objects in old buildings. They realized what they had found and got in touch.

carpenters in the concealment of objects in buildings. The question that remains outstand-
ing in this story is who wore the 
jacket? Cecil and Muriel Hipwell 
had only one child: Cecile. But 
the jacket was made for a boy. I 

found that Cecil Hipwell’s elder 
brother, Leslie, also lived in Cess-
nock at the time. He and his wife, 
Elizabeth, had a son named John. 
Born in 1914, he makes a perfect 

7

My understanding of the way 
this custom operated was that 
practitioners believed the objects 
best served their purpose if they 
came from the family who lived in a house. 

But Hipwell was building a speculative cottage. He could not know at this time who 
was to live there – unless he intended to take up residence himself while he was working 
on the adjoining houses. It was common for speculative builders to live for a time in the 

convenient to live there while the other two were being constructed.
But why choose a boy’s jacket when Hipwell’s daughter’s clothing was right at hand? 

complexities that we must assume that there were many different interpretations of its 
detail. Quite why the concealment came to be associated with a male child I have no idea. 
Perhaps Hipwell thought it would increase the potency of the ritual. Perhaps the jacket 

hallway of the cottage at No. 7 Ivan Street, Cessnock.
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COOKS HILL
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CREMORNE
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DAWES POINT
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Left, No. 37 Lower Fort Street before 
conservation began. Below, the house in the 

present landscape of Miller’s Point. Bottom, a 
sectional view of the roof cavity and part 

of the level below. (Images by Ray Stevens, 
OIKOS Architects) 
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Top, the circa 1830 – 1840’s ankle boot found in the roof cavity. Made from woollen fabric with 
a toecap of patent leather or kid, the shoe’s sole remaining button is faceted Bohemian glass. At 
just 130mm long, this was the shoe of a very small child. Extensive wear raises the possibility of 
use by a number of children. Above, the lace found with the shoe. This object is approximately 

half its original size and, like the shoe, is well worn.
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DOUBLE BAY
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ELIZABETH BAY

Elizabeth Bay House

 Elizabeth Bay House as it is today. , a 
view of  Elizabeth Bay and Elizabeth Bay House by 
Conrad Martens, 1850 (NL nla.pic-an7681619). 

Left, the staircase in the saloon, by 
Harold Cazneaux, 1930. 

(NL nla.pic-an2383762-2)
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Elizabeth Bay House,
Sydney Morning Herald

Elizabeth Bay House
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June Swann describes the shoes found at Elizabeth Bay House as six eyelet, closed tab, 
formal toe-cap Oxfords. They are well-worn and “bad enough to part with.” The hole in 
the right shoe, at left above, appears to be recent damage and may have precipitated the 
decision to abandon the pair. The left shoe (above right) has been carelessly laced and 

with some holes skipped but the lace has been pulled tight at the top, indicating that it was 
knotted after removal from the foot. The lace in the right shoe (above left) has broken and 
has been started halfway up. It appears that some thought has been given to making these 
shoes appear complete before their concealment. The date of these shoes could be 1920s 
– early 1930s, making them available for concealment in 1935. But June Swann says that 

these are in a long-lived style and could equally be dress wear from before World War 
One. The style appeared soon after 1900 and went on to the mid-1950s. The toeshape 

remained until about 1960. 
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GLEBE

The Australian
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GOULBURN
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Top, the original plans for the Anglican Mission Hall, 1911, South Goulburn (later the Church 
of the Good Shepherd). (Goulburn City Council Archives). Above left, A view of the altar. The 
shoes were sitting on a beam beneath it. Above right, E.C. Manfred, architect of the Mission 

Hall, and his wife in their model T Ford, circa 1910.
(Historic images contributed by Jack Miller)
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GOULBURN

Riversdale
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GOULBURN

HMS Dart 

Above right, the cap from HMS Dart found within a wall at the Eastgrove Hall, Goulburn. 
Above left, HMS Dart, Hobart, photograph by A.G. Green, early 20th century. (SLV image 

gr007048)
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Top
probably British but the rest of the crew may be colonial. Ordinary seamen, able seamen and 
leading seamen wore round caps bearing a ribbon embroidered with the ship’s name. (CoSA 

044/044996).
Above, Eastgrove Hall – a composite image made shortly before it was demolished. The 

sailor’s hat was inside the wall to the left of the double doors. (Bob Saunders, Goulburn War 
Memorial Museum)

transferred to the Royal Navy, equipped with two guns and renamed in 1882. In 1904 she was 
loaned to the NSW Government as a survey and training ship. But her NSW career was brief 

and in 1906 she was designated to be paid off. HMS Dart was laid up until a buyer was found 
for her in May 1911.8

The cap from Eastgrove Hall was perhaps placed there by a former sailor from HMS Dart 
who may have been working on the construction of the hall. At this stage, efforts to locate a 

crew list and to cross-reference names of sailors against electoral rolls for the Goulburn district 
have not been successful. 
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GUNDAGAI

in situ.



CATALOGUE OF DELIBERATELY CONCEALED OBJECTS NEW SOUTH WALES 257

Above, Rebecca Montague-Drake emerges from an opening cut by builders through 
the foundation walls of slate blocks. Dr. Montague-Drake retrieved shoes from under 

shoes. Below, the shoes are, top row L-R, pair of womens’ ankle boots, black leather, 
270mm, pair of women’s shoes, black leather, 270mm, all with the large eyelets of the 
1920s, bottom row L-R, pair of women’s shoes, black leather, 260mm, soles of baby 
shoes, 145mm, man’s Balmoral ankle boot, six eyelet, three hook, right foot, brown 

leather, 280mm. All circa 1910 – 1920s.
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Selected shoes from the Gundagai cache. Below, a pair of women’s shoes, and the man’s ankle 
boot. All shoes were in voids formed by foundation walls of slate blocks or brickwork, indicative 

of concealments that occurred during the construction of the house.
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HAMILTON
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HARTLEY VALE

Collitt’s Inn
Golden Fleece Inn Mount York Farm
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ISLINGTON

These shoes were found by Kevin Blanch during the demolition of a house in Fleming Street, 
immediately behind No. 111 Albert Street (below, left). New apartments were under construction 
on that site at the time of my visit (bottom left). Katherine Blanch reported that she found a shoe 

been lost. The Fleming Street shoes (seen below right and bottom right) are kept outside and 
adjacent to the front door of 111 Albert Street.
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LEICHHARDT
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LITHGOW
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Hobnailed boots and a hobnailed shoe from the Lithgow cache, seen from above and below. 
Below, L-R, miner’s Blucher boot, pre-1885, black leather, right foot, 280mm, centre, child’s 

two-toned leather, 270mm, another pair of ankle boots, black leather, 270mm, and a pair of 
child’s ankle boots, brown or tan leather, 200mm. All shoes were returned to the roof cavity after 

photography.
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MARRICKVILLE
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MILLERS POINT

Dr. Ling Yoong’s house in Argyle Place – site of the two houses in a row of four where concealed 

Rewind in October 2004. This site is close to Ferry Lane where Sydney’s bubonic plague out-
break began in January 1900. The buildings in this group were constructed several years after-
wards. Of the dwellings/shops in the group, one was extensively renovated by previous owners 
who cannot now be contacted and one, at present an antique shop, has not been examined for 
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This image is of professional ratcatchers displaying the result of a day’s work in The Rocks. The 
image is from Views taken during Cleansing Operations, Quarantine Area, Sydney, 1900, Vol. 
IV, under the supervision of Mr George McCredie. (SLNSW PXE 93264). The proximity of the 

suggests that the concealments may have been linked to fear of the disease. Rats were known 
carriers of bubonic plague. Teams of ratcatchers killed more than 44,000 rats in infected areas 
of Sydney in 1900.9 Details of the adjoining dwelling and shop where a cat was found follow.
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MILLERS POINT

No. 10 Argyle Place, Miller’s Point, NSW. No. 8 is on the left.
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MILTON
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MOLONG
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MUDGEE

Burrundulla
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Top, the boot found in the chimney breast, above, was extremely dry after nearly 140 years in 
above, shows the return wall in which the boot was found. 

Above right
was rewarded with a sizeable land grant in the new territory which he had opened up. The por-
trait of Cox is dated to circa 1797 and is a miniature on ivory held by the State Library of NSW. 
The Australian Dictionary of Biography 1788-1850, vol 1, 259, records that Cox, working with 
a handpicked team of thirty convicts, constructed 101 miles of road through rugged mountain 

country in six months without serious accident or loss of life. (SLNSW Min 382)
The present owner of Burrundulla, Jeremy Cox, is the sixth generation of his family to live on 
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MUDGEE
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RAVENSWORTH

Ravensworth

Contributed image
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STOCKTON

Canterbury Villa

Mr H.A. Graham’s House, Stockton, June 24th, 1902. Harry Ackerman Graham with 

Municipal Council. The shoe found in the chimney marked with an arrow was placed 
there some years after he sold the house. See the following page for further details.

(Ralph Snowball, image 001 002161, Hunter Photo Bank, 
Newcastle Region Library).
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John McMaster, the present owner of the house at 121 Mitchell Street, Stockton, found this 
shoe while checking a chimney for earthquake damage. He removed the mantelpiece and the 

The owners of the house in the 1930s were the Misses A. and N.G. Hocquard.10 One of these 
ladies was perhaps the owner of the shoe. With its white eyelets, two-toning and high heel, this 
was a smart shoe of its time. 
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SYDNEY

Left, stonemasons completing the south-east 
pylon of the Harbour Bridge. This photograph 

was taken on 2 September 1931 by D. J. Fraser. 

vol 2). Below, the Bridge in 1932 by Samuel 
Wood. The south-east pylon is in the 

foreground. 
(SLNSW ON275/59)
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Left
the centre of the Harbour Bridge’s south-east 

pylon. The arrow shows the position of the shoe 
found by men operating a diamond saw. Above,

a fragment of the shoe’s heel – still in place in the 
pylon. Below, fragments of the heel which are now 
in the BridgeClimb collection. Bottom, email from 
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SYDNEY

Hyde Park Barracks

Hyde Park Barracks

Bar-
racks

Barracks

, Hyde Park Barracks – a view attributed to Joseph Lycett, 1818-19. (SLNSW PX*D41/f5*).
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Hyde Park Barracks

Barracks

  

Barracks

Top, an archaeologist sifting material at Hyde Park 
Barracks, circa 1980. 

Above, one of the many rats’ nests found at the 
Barracks. These often contained items stolen from 

the building’s human residents. (HHT)
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Top
Building Construction by Henry Adams. Above, a 19th-

century lath and plasterwork ceiling. Illustration by Michael 
McCowage from Caring for Old Houses by Ian Evans.

Floorboards

Plaster

Interior of room
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Fireplace Joist group numbersNumbered joist spaces 
identify object locations

1

14

Above
Barracks. Large numbers identify groups of joists. Subsidiary numbers are used to identify 
spaces between joists where objects have been found. A room may contain a number of joist 

groups. For example groups 7 – 12 and 1 – 6 form the two largest rooms on level three. Objects 

14. (HHT)

Beams support 
joists

Barracks

Barracks

Barracks

Barracks The convict shirt found on level 
three in an unrecorded location, 

thought to have been near the stair-
way. Marked with the broad arrow 

and the letters BO (for Board 
of Ordnance), it is one of three 

other garments and shoes, found 
concealed in former government 
buildings. One of these is in the 

collection of the National Museum 
of Australia. (HHT)
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Hyde Park Barracks

Barracks

Barracks

Barracks

Hyde 
Park Barracks

Hyde Park Barracks

One of several sets of rosary beads found in the 
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HYDE PARK BARRACKS 

CONCEALED OBJECTS WITH POSSIBLE PROTECTIVE PURPOSES

Hyde Park Barracks

Above left, the bible of Thomas Bagnall, dating from circa 1830. It is inscribed ‘Thos. Bagnalls 
Book 1837.’ It was found in joist group 27, joist space 3 – locating it and its companion volume 

close to the window. The other book was the Pocket Companion of the Society for 
Promoting Christian Knowledge. Above right, single shoe, left foot, male, marked ‘BO’ for 

Board of Ordnance, found in joist group 27, joist space 13, placing it close to the doorway. The 
BO mark indicates that this shoe was Government property. It has been dated by June Swann 

occupation by Irish orphans and the wives and children of convicts. (HHT)
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Left, the convict shirt as it was found. Poor record-
keeping at the time of its discovery early in the process of 
investigating the building meant that there is no reliable 
record of who found it or its location in the building. It is 

void on level three. (HHT) Another shirt found on the 
same level was in very poor condition.
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TEMORA

Above
Left, image by Maree New. 
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THURGOONA VIA ALBURY

St Hillaire
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THE OAKS

Sunnyside

The sketch of The Oaks on the point of collapse is on page 98 of 
Early Slab Buildings of the Sydney Region by Daphne Kingston.
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TRIANGLE FLAT

Triangle Flat Farm

Above, cricket at Triangle Flat, early 20th century. The child’s 
boot was found above the door of the earliest building, second 

from left above. The arrow points to the spot.
The cattle skulls were in the centre of the main homestead 

building, below, facing outwards (see next page).
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Top left, the skulls in situ, photographed by Dennis Milstead, carpenter (02 6337 9413), top 
right. Above middle, the skulls before they were returned to their original position and a new 

Above left, the remains of the child’s boot found on the wall plate above the front 
door of the earliest homestead building. 

Above right, John and Anne Cook, owners of Triangle Flat.
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WICKHAM
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WILLOUGHBY
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WINDSOR
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ANTHILL PONDS

Woodbury,

Above, Woodbury as it was in 2003 after decades of neglect. Photograph by Alan Cooper. 
Below, one of the many shoes found in the Woodbury concealments. This is a six eyelet woman’s 

Oxford shoe of circa 1895.



CATALOGUE OF DELIBERATELY CONCEALED OBJECTS TASMANIA 296

THE WOODBURY CACHE

Woodbury Vale

Woodbury

1823

1825
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Woodbury of  

Woodbury
Hobart Town Courier

Wood-
bury

Hobart Town Courier

Woodbury Examiner

Tasmania

Woodbury
Woodbury

Woodbury

Wood-
bury

1828
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CIRCA 1870

Elevations of Woodbury by Allen Cooper

Woodbury
Woodbury

Woodbury

Woodbury

Woodbury

The smart lady’s straw hat, found in the bedroom cache at Woodbury, dates from 1895 – 1910. The 
label inside the crown of the hat indicates its origin in the Victorian city of Ballarat. The 

the company was a major retailer known as Snow’s and with stores in Melbourne and Sydney.
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A servant’s or children’s bedroom in the attic, photographed by Allen Cooper, as it was when 
Woodbury was purchased. The lath and plaster wall, seen in this photograph in a terminal state 

of decay, was removed, revealing a cache that included the straw hat, parasol and numerous 
shoes. The objects were placed behind the timber wall, at left in this photograph. Fragments of 
wallpaper of the turn of the 20th century are visible on the plaster. Another cache was created at 
Woodbury when the original bread oven adjacent to the old kitchen was bricked up at some time 
before 1940. Two caches of concealed objects were thus made in voids created by disturbances 

33

Woodbury
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Above and following page, a small selection of the shoes from the concealments at Woodbury. 
The shoes photographed are for left and right feet and include those of men, women and 

children. All appear to date from the second half of the 19th century through to circa 1920. 
Lengths range from 160mm – 250mm. Those above are girls/women’s ankle boots, 

the top two dating from 1900-1910, the other from the 1890s. 

Nant Gwynant, Snowdonia, consists of almost 100 shoes recovered from under the hearth of an 
abandoned and ruinous cottage.34
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Top, Centre, 
Bottom,
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Woodbury
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BATTERY POINT

The house of Charles Dowdell, Hobart timber merchant of the 1880s. 
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Top Above, the woman’s boot and its detached tongue 
found in the chimney of the house that Dowdell built. Dowdell was born in Tasmania and the boot 
discovered in his house suggests that the concealment ritual had been passed on to the native-
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BURNIE

(Images by Burnie Pioneer Village Museum)
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DELORAINE

(Image by Julie Reicha)
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EPSOM

Epsom

The Castle 
Inn, The Epsom The Tasmanian Inn

The old inn as it is today. The location of the shoes and book covers in an upstairs wall 
constructed as part of the circa 1853 addition to Epsom suggests a probable date for the 

concealments. The objects were found in a wall adjacent to the chimney on the left 
in the image above.
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Above, the soles of two shoes found among the 
rubble resulting from the demolition of an 

upstairs wall at Epsom. Right, the framing for 
the new wall and doorway between a bedroom 
and a new bathroom. The original wall in this 

location was the site of the concealments. 
Below, the cardboard covers of an as-yet  

from the demolished wall was being 
shovelled into a wheelbarrow. The handwritten 
inscription has not been deciphered. The items 
concealed here appear to have been selected 

the stone blocks used in the construction 
of the wall.
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EPSOM

The Stace House

The Dover Castle Inn .

One of the Stace House shoes: this is a 
tab-front slipper of circa 1840, or perhaps 
more likely, a ballet-type shoe that became 

too small and was split at the corners of 
the square throat & centre back, oval toe, 

no heel: 1820s+. 
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Above, a view into the roof cavity at the Stace 
House. The photograph was taken from a 

landing in a stairwell leading to a servant’s 
bedroom. The space between the ceiling joists is 

artifacts, scraps of timber and plaster, bottles, 
jars and many other objects. At right, a 

selection of the numerous shoes from this 
context.

Top, woman’s elastic-sided ankle 
boot, circa 1850; Centre, tie shoe, 

(either male or female), one pair of 
holes, high-cut vamp, square toe, 

1830–1850; Bottom, side-lace ankle 
boot, leather, winged vamp, cloth leg, 

circa 1850.
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GLEBE

23 Lillie Street

Image of seven of the eleven Lillie Street shoes by the Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery.
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GRANTON

The causeway at Bridgewater, north of Hobart, photographed by William Cawston, circa 
1880. (W.L. Crowther Library, State Library of Tasmania image No. AUTA1124851189). The 

1.3 km-long causeway connected Granton, on the Hobart side of the River, to Bridgewater and 
facilitated travel between Hobart and towns and settlements in the north of the Island. The 

project took six years, during which time the convict laborers worked in appalling conditions, 
transporting some 2,000,000 tons of sand, stone and earth in wheelbarrows.37
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The cottage at Granton.
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Two views of the shoe from the cottage at Granton. The Leski auction catalogue describes 
this as a “punishment shoe” of a type worn by convicts who worked in leg irons during the 

construction of the Bridgewater causeway. The cutaway to the leather at the heel was said to 
41

June Swann states that the shoe would have been worn by someone involved in heavy work 
such as quarrying stone but, if it is English-made, she would place it in the late 1840s. Swann 
suggests that with its smart square toe and high toespring it may have been an American-made 

shoe, and that if so, its design may have been some years earlier, possibly circa 1840.42

(Images of the shirt and the shoe by the National Museum of Australia)
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HOBART

The Good Woman Inn

The Good Woman as it was during the 19th century. The building has survived to the present 
day on the south-western corner of Argyle and Warwick Streets but is concealed behind a later 

43 and it 
may have been his old waistcoats that were placed in the roof cavity. The garments remained 

there until they were discovered in 1994 by Carol Riley-Hanson and Andrew Norris, licensees at 
44

Little is known about Thomas Priest. A person of that name is recorded as owning land in the 
District of Argyle in a register for the period 1819–1822.45 Another Thomas Priest arrived in 
Hobart aboard The Lord Hungerford in 1821, having been sentenced at the Surrey Assizes to 

transportation for seven years.46 The inn was taken over by a William Guest in 1856 and he ran 
it until 1860. It was known as The Argyle Inn in the 1890s but became The Good Woman again 

in 1972.47
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THE GOOD WOMAN CACHE

The Good 
Woman

Star

The Good Woman

The Good Woman 
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HOBART

The ankle boots and felt slipper/houseboot, second from left. June Swann 
dates all of these to circa 1850 – 1860s. (Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery)



CATALOGUE OF DELIBERATELY CONCEALED OBJECTS TASMANIA 318

HOBART
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Above
cottage kitchen in Hobart. Five pairs of shoes lay on the dirt close to the hearth stone (marked 
by the arrow). One shoe from each pair later disappeared and is thought to have been taken by 

Below, one of the boots from the cache. This is a  woman’s thirteen 
eyelet, above-ankle boot with a deeply curved top of circa 1880s.
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Top, man’s tan leather, six eyelet four hook 
boot, late 19th – early 20th century; Centre

left
same date; Centre right, woman’s three eyelet, 
two-tone shoe, circa 1900–1920s; Left, man’s 

different colour at the top may be due to a 
missing turn-down. This would make it a 
1930s woman’s boot. This cache with its 

mixture of pairs of adult footwear, a 
medicine bottle and phial and children’s toys 

and trinkets is of a type encountered 
occasionally. Bottles of various types and 
sizes are not unusual in such caches. The 
aggregation of objects gives rise to the 

possibility of groups such as this being spread 

rooms such as kitchens and parlours.



CATALOGUE OF DELIBERATELY CONCEALED OBJECTS TASMANIA 321

HOBART

From left, girl’s elastic-
sided mock lace ankle 

boot, 1870s; girl’s eight 
button leg boot, 1870-
1880s; boy’s six eyelet, 
front lace ankle boot, 
brass toe tip, 1870s.

Above, alternative views 
of the boots. 

(Images by Tasmanian 
Museum and Art 
Gallery, Hobart)
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INVERMAY
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LAUNCESTON
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LAUNCESTON
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LINDISFARNE

The Lindisfarne house where the objects 
were found by tradesmen during 

renovations to the rear of the 
building in 2004. The shoe at left is 
dated at post 1830 but pre-1890; the 

right shoe is probably 1880-1900.
(Image of the objects by Beth Warren) 
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RANELAGH

Valley Farm

Valley Farm was for many years the home of Charles Oates, nicknamed Yorky as a result of his 
origins in Yorkshire. Renamed The Stonehouse, the house and its gardens are well known in the 

Huon Valley today.
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Anson

Left, Charles Oates, farmer, sawmiller, shipowner, 
-

cant landholdings. Oates has the rare distinction 
of being a convict who not only made good in 

Australia but had his portrait painted by a 
fashionable artist. This portrait appears to contain 

a veiled reference by the artist to his subject’s 

This is perhaps a coded message inferring that 
there was corruption in the foundations of the 

H.V. Worth and dates from 1887. Worth studied 
under Millais, a founder of the pre-Raphaelites 
– a movement linked to the Symbolists who used 
visual allegory to convey ideas. The nephew of 
the famous Parisian costumier Charles Freder-
ick Worth, the artist’s other Tasmanian subjects 
included the speaker of the House of Assembly.54

The portrait of Oates still hangs in the house he 
built at Ranelagh.

Ann Oates
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right

Valley Farm?

Valley Farm

Valley Farm
Olive Cottage

Valley Farm

Val-
ley Farm

Charles Oates. A portrait taken at the Alba 
Studio, Elizabeth Street, Hobart, in the 1890s. 
Oates died in 1916, aged 94. (Image from the 

Allport Library, State Library of 
Tasmania: AUTAS001125883595. The image 

of Ann Oates on the preceding page is from the 

Tasmania: PH30/1/1430).
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RICHMOND

Above

Richmond Gaol is the oldest intact gaol in Australia.
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appear to be male. At bottom left, the boot with the peaked toecap and seven – eight lace holes 
and two – three hooks dates from the 1870s. Bottom right is a square-toed Blucher boot of the 
1850s. In the centre row, left, is another Blucher, centre row, right, a square-toed front-laced 
boot of the 1850s or ‘60s. Another squared-toed boot, probably also of the 1850s-1860s, is at 

the top of the picture. 
(Images of the Gaol and boots by Mike Nash, Parks and Wildlife Service, Tasmania)
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ROSS

The boots and other objects were found in the timber extension at the front left of the building, 

Williams (19/2/09), a recent owner, related some of the history of the building: “I know that in the 
early twentieth century the house was owned by a local shopkeeper, and that he had two daugh-
ters. One spinster daughter lived there until her death in the 1950s.”

The boot at left dates from 1885-1890s, and that at right from the 1890s-1910. Both are 
probably the boots of young girls.
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SANDY BAY

The Bluchers date 
from circa 1860s 
and the boot in 

the centre appears 
to be that of a 

child and dates 
from post 1885. 
(Image of boots 

by TMAG)
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STANLEY

The Plough Inn,

The Plough Inn – past and present. (Image above
State Library of Tasmania, image No. PH30/1/7626/2a. Below, as it is today.)
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STANLEY

Above, -
ters of the Van Diemens Land Company for many 

years. The history of the site includes the accidental 

old daughter of Edward Curr, Company manager, 

of Tasmania’s northwest. Right, Lesa Scott, Site 

-
work at the sides. The shoe was found tucked inside 

(Image by Chris Kidd, Sunday Tasmanian, by 
courtesy News Limited).
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Tasman Hotel, 
Taranna Lodge

(
Tasman Hotel

TARANNA
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HOBART
TOWN

PORT
ARTHUR

LITTLE
NORFOLK
BAY

This satellite map from Google Earth illustrates the alternative routes from Hobart to Port 
Arthur. Route One took ships on an unpleasant journey around Cape Raoul through seas 

whipped up by strong winds blowing all the way from the southern ocean. Route Two took ships 
into Little Norfolk Bay where their cargoes were unloaded and transported to Port Arthur via 
the convict railway. The man-powered railway ran from Taranna to the convict station at Port 

Arthur. 

CAPE RAOUL

1

2
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WESTERN CREEK

Willow Farm

Above, Willow Farm cottage. 
Left, Jenny Gregory with seven 

of the shoes, the last and the 
cotton reels from the Willow 

Farm cache. Before this 
photograph was taken, one 

shoe was replaced in the wall 
cavity where it was found.

(Photographs by The Examiner, 
Launceston)
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BALLARAT

Her Majesty’s Theatre

Above, Lydiard Street, Ballarat, as it was in the 
1940s. Her Majesty’s is on the right. (Image No. 

b45407, State Library of Victoria). 
Left, the theatre as it is today. Below, the cat 
and three rats found with it, now on display in 

the foyer of the theatre. (Modern images by Her 
Majesty’s Theatre).
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BENDIGO

(Images by Nancy Vaughan)
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BIRREGURRA

Above, the Vicarage, circa 1870, with the Rev. Thomas 
Sabine, his second wife, Elizabeth, and some of his family. 

This photograph was obtained from Barry Sabine Wilson, a 
descendant who visited the house. 

Right, the back door. The cat was found when the step was 
removed during renovations. According to Frank Wood there 

was no possibility of this having been an accidental 
placement or a death that had followed an incursion by the 

animal.
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CLUNES
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DAYLESFORD

Lavandula Farm

(Images by Carol White and Gael Shannon)
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FLEMINGTON

(Boot image by Fred Preston)
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FULHAM

Fulham Park

Fulham Park

Fulham Park

Fulham Park

Fulham

Fulham Park photographed by J.T. Collins in 1971. 
(State Library of Victoria image No. jc014970). 
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HURSTBRIDGE
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MARYBOROUGH

The Maryborough Courthouse boot – an interpretive sketch by the Clunes bootmaker 
Duncan McHarg (see page 112) who visited the Midlands Historical Society in July 2002.
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Above, the Courthouse photographed in 1966 by John Collins. (State Li-
brary of Victoria image No. H98.250/107). Below, the boot on its 

display stand in the Midlands Historical Society Museum, Worsley Cottage, 
3 Palmerston Street, Maryborough. (Image by Noel Fields)
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MELBOURNE

Above left, the corner of Little Bourke and William Streets, circa 1875, showing the Supreme 
Court under construction. Above right, a circa 1880 photograph by N.J. Caire as the building 

neared completion. (State Library of Victoria images No. b28390 and H83.162/34)



CATALOGUE OF DELIBERATELY CONCEALED OBJECTS VICTORIA 350

MELBOURNE

The Age, 

Above, the Royal Mint, photographed after its 
opening, 1872. 

(State Library of Victoria image No. cc002033).
Left, scenes at the Royal Mint, illustrated in the 
Australasian Sketcher, 24/9/1881. From top left, 
the silver assay; Hydraulic press for exhibition 

medals’ gold ingots and bars; a 1,500 ounce 
pouring for gold bars; a crucible; the assay 

process.
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Top
Melbourne. The sketch is from the Illustrated Australian News, 16 July, 1872. (State Library of 
Victoria image No. IAN16/07/72/145). The workman’s boot was found during archaeological 

investigations at the old Mint in 1999. These are described in Archaeological Investigations at 
the Royal Mint, Melbourne, 1999-2000, by Laurinda Dugay and Andrew Long, page 17. The 
boot was found in association with the crumpled front and back pages of The Age, 2 January 

appears to have been cut down.

Flinders University, Adelaide.
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NORTHCOTE

News

AmyPiesse with the buried shoes. Picture: JOSIE HAYDEN N51NL105

Ways of
burying
spirits

‘‘I discovered objectswere placed under
floors or concealed in
walls and cavities to
protect occupants
from evil spirits
– AMY PIESSE

Julia Irwin

OLD shoes and cat’s bones
found under a Northcote
house might be ritual objects
left by past owners to ward off
evil spirits, an architectural
historian and an archaeol-
ogist say.

When Amy Piesse and
Shamus Hoare recently
pulled up the floor of the
Victorian terrace house they
are renovating, they were
alarmed to find some old,
worn-out children’s shoes
and the spinal bone of what
looked like a cat. ‘‘It was a bit
creepy to find these things
under the house,’’ Ms Piesse
said.

‘‘But when I did some re-
search, I discovered objects
like shoes, which retain the
shape of the wearer, were
placed under floors or con-
cealed in walls and cavities to
protect the occupants from
evil spirits.’’

Architectural historian Ian
Evans said the shoes the
couple found were ‘‘absol-
utely typical of numerous
other finds of this type’’.

Mr Evans said concealed
objects such as shoes and
dried cats were found in
many houses and buildings
throughout Australia.

Most were placed in the

chimneys, wall cavities or
under the floors during the
period between 1788 and the
1930s.

The practice grew out of UK
folk magic traditions in the
13th century and the belief
that such objects protected
against witches and spirits.
Cats were believed to to serve
as a decoy for evil spirits,
luring them away from
people in the house.

La Trobe University archae-
ology senior lecturer Susan
Lawrence said this practice
had been prevalent in Aust-
ralia before the 1930s.

Anyone who thinks they
may have found ritual objects
in their homes can contact
Ian Evans at ianevans@old
houses.com.au

Northcote Leader, 17 June 2008, page 3. Information for this article by Julia Irwin was 
obtained from the author of this thesis. Publication of articles such as this often produces 
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PORT FAIRY

Caledonian Inn

in situ 

The Caledonian Inn, photographed in 1971 by J. T. Collins. The old inn is now the 
Caledonian Motel. The Inn’s listing on the Register of the National Estate, ID No. 3824, states 

issued in NSW in 1844. 
The Inn is constructed of rubble stone with a steeply-pitched roof enclosing attic bedrooms 

lit by dormer windows The angled corner door to the bar, the Georgian window sashes and 
simple joinery are characteristic of early colonial architecture in Victoria. (State Library of 

Victoria image No. jc013613).
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RICHMOND
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Little bottles and children’s toys from beneath 

Items are not to scale.
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WILLIAMSTOWN
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YARRAVILLE

(Image by Gemma Jones)
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ADELAIDE

Above, the Lying-In Hospital at the 
Destitute Asylum, seen during 

renovations, 7 November 1918. 
(Image No. B206, State Library of 

South Australia). The Asylum 
operated from the early 1850s until 
1918. During this time it provided a 

refuge for Adelaide’s destitute, 
homeless, sick and aged. 

Left, the women’s boots of circa 1880 

door at right. The boot at right has 
undergone conservation. Both are 

on display in the building where they 
were found. The site now houses the 
South Australian Migration Museum.
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ADELAIDE

Old Colonist Hotel.

Above, the former Old 
Colonist Hotel as it is today 

and left as it was in circa 
1884 The photograph at 

left was taken three years 
after the renovations dur-
ing which it is believed the 

concealment occurred.
(State Library of South 

Australia image No. 
B9767).
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plan are from Plan of Proposed Rebuilding of the Old Colonist Hotel, Angas Street, for E.J. 
Smith, Esq., MP, State Library of South Australia BRG 238/1/165. The approximate location 
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Old Colonist Hotel, Adelaide. 



CATALOGUE OF DELIBERATELY CONCEALED OBJECTS SOUTH AUSTRALIA 363

BEULAH PARK

Peroomba

Images by Helen and Alastair White.
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HILTON

(Image by Paul Sargaison, 
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MITCHAM

Above, Mitcham Police Station, circa 1900. (Police Historical Association, Adelaide, SA).
Below, elevation of the Police Station, 1891. (Mitcham Local History Collection).
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Left, The room where the boots 

had been lifted. The boots 
(arrowed) are as they were 

found.
Above, a view of the boots in 

situ.
(Images by Flinders University 

Archaeology)

Left
sequence at Mitcham Police Station. Room 

on-site investigation by Flinders University 

Room One – additional bedroom of 1892; 
Room Two – bedroom; Room Three – kitchen; 
Room Four – living room. The arrow shows 

was lifted . 
This concealment is associated with the 1892 

construction of an extra bedroom. 
(Floorplan by Flinders University 

Archaeology)
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The Mitcham Police Station boots. 
(Photographs by Flinders University Archaeology, by courtesy of Dr. Heather Burke)
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PARKSIDE

Household
Words
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SEMAPHORE
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Kitchen

Drawing  Room

Bedroom

Dining Room

Verandah

Bedroom

Maid’s
Room?

plan provided by Norbert Gross. The pair of boots were found by a pest inspector and were 

Mr. Gross found the single boot during on-going renovations.
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Top left, the men’s boots appear to be Balmorals dating from circa 1885 – 1890. Top right, a 
cut-down front lace eyelet boot, probably that of a youth, of circa 1880 with its mortar content 
spilling out. Above
seen above protrudes into the room behind the boots. The wall between the bedroom and the 

adjacent drawing room is on the right in this photograph. 
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UNLEY

(Image by Unley Museum)
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WATERVALE

Top left, Stanley Grammar School buildings as they were in 1975. The school closed in 1917. 
Top right, the school and pupils, 1897. Above, a group of students and teachers, 1930.
(Images: Mortlock Collection, State Library of South Australia, Nos. B31703, B16781 

and B11741)
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South
Australian Register. 

(The photographs of Joseph and Hannah Cole were taken in 1895: Mortlock 
Collection, State Library of South Australia, nos. B 12272, B 12271)
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WOODCHESTER
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BALINGUP

Southampton Homestead

Above, Southampton Homestead by the Quaker artist William Benson, 1864, 
from the collection of the National Trust of Australia (WA). Below, the homestead as it is today.
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Southampton

Top and above
June Swann describes it as a front lace boot with a square rounded toe. 

(Photographs by Jade Doering)
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Southampton

Southampton Homestead

Southampton

Southampton
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BEACONSFIELD

Above
Janine McKinnon, states that a person named Mills sold the property in 1896 to a Dr. William 
Henry Moore. The front verandah was enclosed after World War Two by Janine McKinnon’s 

Italian grandfather to provide accommodation for a growing family. 
(Photograph by Janine McKinnon)
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Top

The Cuban heel boot is at top left and dates from post 1902. Above, views of the collection of 

1916 and 1931 halfpennies and a Kitchener medallion of 1916. If the coins were not accidental 
losses, the boots could have been concealed in circa 1916 or 1931.

(Images by Janine McKinnon)
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BEACONSFIELD
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BURSWOOD
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FREMANTLE

(Images by National Trust of Australia, WA)
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FREMANTLE

(Photograph by Western Australian Museum)
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GERALDTON

window instead of a lantern to display the light to guide ships into Geraldton Harbour. It is also 
-

house keeper.
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Top left, the man’s trousers, top right and above, the boy’s trousers. The trousers were 
conserved by the WA Museum. A report on the conservation by Rinske Car was published in 

the AICCM Bulletin, volume 15, Nos. 3 & 4, 1989, pp 5-15. It is available for download on the 
AICCM website. Go to http://www.aiccm.org.au/ and then search for Conservation of the 

Geraldton Lighthouse Cottage Trousers.
The report dates the man’s trousers as pre-1876. The right leg is missing. The boy’s trousers 
have a drop front – a feature that dated from earlier in the 19th century. Both had plaster 

accretion, indicating concealment during construction of the building, and were severely af-
fected by termite damage. Both were of cotton/wool material and were machine sewn. 

The boy’s trousers had been repaired by hand-sewing so many times that the original 
machine sewing was visible only along the waist and pocket. (Photographs of the trousers by 

Jon Carpenter for the Western Australian Museum. Lighthouse photograph image No. rt47767, 
Department of the Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts). 
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HORROCKS

Willow Gully

Above, the complex of buildings at Willow Gully, photographed in 1996. The name derives from 
the Aboriginal placename of Willi Gulli. (Image No. rt53757, Department of the Environment, 

Water, Heritage and the Arts). Below left, the shoe in-situ immediately after its discovery. Below
right, the shoe sitting on the replacement sill. (Images below by Annette Sellers)
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KALGOORLIE

in situ

Top left and left, the two faces of the ball and 
above the baby powder tin. (Jack Baxter)
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MENORA

(Images by Peter Panizza)
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NORTHBRIDGE

St Brigid’s Convent of  Mercy
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ankle-high. Rounded toe, brogued cap, 13/4” stacked heel. Wear hole at outside joint visible, and 
stitches broken at end of big toe. Leather damaged in Perth heat. (St Brigid’s Convent)
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PERTH

Sunday Times

(Western Australian Museum)
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PERTH

St Mary’s Cathedral
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a ball. The name M. Smith is written inside one of them. A single glove was also found in close 
association. Gloves were in zone ten, square G24 (using the location key from Ms. Tehnas’s 

rosary had been repaired twice. Tehnas was unable to suggest a logical explanation for the 

(Images of the Cathedral and the above objects by Megan Tehnas)
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WAGIN
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YORK

Western Australia Directory

Perth Gazette

Lott’s Cottage. (Image by York Residency Museum)
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The Lott’s Cottage boot. The off-white lace is probably not original and the lacing 

concealed in the 1850’s cottage on Northam Road, York. Unlike the great majority of footwear 
concealments, this boot appears to be in good condition. This and the fact of its concealment 
many years after it was made suggest that the little boot may have been valued for its strong 
sentimental associations. It was perhaps put to use as a charm as the result of the deaths of 

several Lott children. (Image: York Residency Museum)
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right

right

left

YORK
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QUEENSLAND

Brisbane 401 – 406
Gordon Park 307
Toowong 408 – 413
Warwick 414
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BRISBANE

Above, the Commissariat: Andrew Petrie’s 
1838 sketch. Below, Moreton Bay Settlement in 
1835 by Henry Boucher Bowerman. An arrow 
indicates the Commissariat. (Queensland State 

Library image 3944-1v000r001)
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This sectional view from Andrew Petrie’s 1838 drawing shows 
the roof cavity where the shoe was found. 

(Historic images from the Queensland State Archives)

The Commissariat today. 
The top level was added in 1913. 
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Above, Queensland Works Department staff assembled on the top of 
the old Commissariat Store, April 1913. They are standing on the attic 

after removal. It was during this work that the remnant shoe, right, 
was found. It was considered to be a convict relic and was donated to 

concealed object in Australia. (Images by Department of Public 
Works, Queensland, and Queensland Museum)
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The top (interior) of the boot remnant and its original 
label. The polished appearance of the insole suggests that 

the protruding tips of the hobnails may have been in 
contact with the sole of the wearer’s foot. 

(Image by Queensland Museum)

Toe plate and neb
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June Swann’s report on this object is 
quoted in full: “Workboot, hobnailed 
bottom unit, including toe-plate with 

upcurved neb, heel-plate and hobs; rather 
large square hobs round forepart edge 

plus two rows in centre, to waist. The toe 
is square-rounded, so not an 1820s shape. 
First reference I have to toe-plate is 1810 – 
20s and 1812; First with single neb centre 
front is late 1850s. Heel plates suddenly 
fashionable 1807. Only one size is shown 
on a print of that date, and couldn’t have 

shown, so probably not dual-purpose. I 
would not expect this to be female 

footwear.”
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½.
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GORDON PARK

Forresville

Above, Forresville in the 1920s and left Mr. 
and Mrs Daniel Martin, its owners from the 
1920s until the 1960s. Mr. and Mrs. Martin 

were childless, suggesting that the concealment 
predates their occupation. Below, Forresville 

today. (Images provided by Elske Shaw)
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TOOWONG

Rhos-y-Medre

Rhos-y-Medre photographed by Donald Fullerton, 1970. 
The chimney where the shoes were found is visible at left.
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Rhos-y-Medre
Rhos

y medre

Australian Dictionary of  Biography

Rhos-y-Medre

Wilcelyn
Rhos-y-Medre

Top, Richard Gailey, architect. Born 
in Ireland in 1834, he practised in 

Queensland for many years. Above,
Walter Horatio Wilson, born in 

Wales in 1839, Parliamentarian, 
prominent citizen of Brisbane and 
owner of Rhos-y-Medre. (Images: 
John Oxley Library, State Library 

of Queensland. Gailey is image No. 
63597, Wilson Image No. 68183)
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Untouched objects photographed in situ at the bottom of the voids located on each side of the 
left contained a plimsoll and fragments of a man’s 

elastic-sided boot, as well as construction debris. The right void contained the sole and heel of 
a woman’s shoe and part of the sole of a baby’s shoe or bootee. All had been attacked by rats. 

largely undisturbed since they were deposited in the voids. Below, Don Fullerton and Ian Evans 
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Plimsoll or sandshoe? Circumstantial evidence 
suggests that this canvas shoe with a rubber 
sole dates from the 1880s and was therefore 

probably referred to as a plimsoll. 

The shoes of Rhos-y-Medre: three adult 
shoes and part of the sole of an infant’s 

shoe or bootee. At top, the Plimsoll. 
Second from top, the bottom unit of a 
woman’s boot with a high stacked heel 
and dating from post 1885. Third from 

top, the remains of a man’s elastic-sided 
boot and at bottom a remnant part of the 

sole of a baby’s bootee.
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Above, L – R, removing the 
remains of the woman’s shoe 

from the void where it had lain 
since the nineteenth century. 

Left, Don Fullerton 
manoeuvres fragments of a 
shoe onto the scoop. Below

left, the scoop brings the 
fragments out of the void. 
Bottom centre, Ian Evans 
brings the Plimsoll to the 

surface. Below, the Plimsoll 
immediately after recovery.

OUT OF THE VOID: A CACHE REVEALED

These images, part of a continu-
ous sequence taken on 7/3/07, 

Australia to show the recovery of 
concealed objects from a void. 
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Rhos-y-Medre

Rhos-y-Medre
Above

Rhos-y-Medre. The door at left leads into the drawing 
room. The arrows indicate the approximate location of 

arrangement that was typical of the time, the chimney 
-

places in adjoining rooms. The chimney in which the 

room and drawing room. Below, Rhos-y-Medre as it is 
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WARWICK

Glengallan

Top, Glengallan in 1875. (Image No. 
6193, John Oxley Library, State Library 
of Queensland). Left, the carcass of the 
cat held by the tradesman who found it. 

(Image by Glengallan Homestead 
Trust). Above, the cat on display in 

room where it was found. (Image by Kay 
Cockram)
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APPENDIX TWO

COVERING THE STORY: MEDIA REPORTS

Media coverage of the initial phases of this research was widespread. It was 

therfore actively sought media coverage in order to locate more caches. The following 

articles have appeared in print since 2004. 

Macey, Richard, “Tails from the Crypt,” Domain, Sydney Morning Herald,
29/4/04, 10.

Lane, Bernard, “Putting the Boot into Evil,” The Australian, 3/5/04, 5.

Anon, “Did Witches worry European Settlers?” Byron Shire Echo, 12/10/04. 

 Northern Star,
Lismore, 14/10/04, 3.

Young, Kane, “Nasty surprises warding off Evil,” Sunday Tasmanian
16/1/05, 14.

The
Examiner, Launceston, 18/1/05. 

The Examiner,

The Examiner, Launceston, 16/2/05.

Hudec, Beverley, “If only the Walls could talk,” Real Estate, Manly Daily,
2/4/05, 5. 

Saurine, Angela, “Remnants of a Superstitious Past,” Real Estate, Hornsby
Advocate, 10/3/05, 35.

Saurine, Angela, “Remnants of a Superstitious Past,” Real Estate, Mosman
Daily, 10/3/05, 69.

Saurine, Angela, “Remnants of a Superstitious Past,” Real Estate, Northern
District Times, 9/3/05, 5.

Saurine, Angela, “Remnants of a Superstitious Past,” Real Estate, Hills Shire 
Times, 8/3/05, 5.
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Saurine, Angela, “Remnants of a Superstitious Past,” Real Estate, North
Shore Times, 11/3/05, 63.

 Western Advocate,
Bathurst, 19/4/05, 7.

Jones, Terry, “While Cat was away all Evil would prey,” Western Advocate,
Bathurst, 22/4/05, 4.

Fitzgerald, Rowena, “Old Wares: Discovering Hidden Meaning,” Sydney
Weekly Courier, 21/9/2005, 7.

Devine, Miranda, “Magical History lesson,” Sun-Herald, 25/9/2005, 15.

Saurine, Angela, “A home with an anti-witch Shoe,” Daily Telegraph,
6/10/05, 23.

Bartok, Di, “Why you leave a Dead Cat in the Attic,” Mosman & Lower 
North Shore Daily, 20/10/05, 6.

Anon, “Beat Spooks,” The Advocate, Ballina, 14/9/06, 17.

Saurine, Angela, “Keeping Witches away is a Shoe-in,” Daily Telegraph,
Sydney, 6/10/06, 23.

Williams, Brian, “Find delivers sole from evil,” Courier-Mail
31/10/06.

Scanlon, Mike, “The rite stuff,” The Herald, Newcastle, 7/4/07, 12, 13

Howlett, Scott, “Homes reveal hidden secrets,” Parramatta Advertiser,
12/11/08, 2.

Evans, Ian, “Old Shoes reveal a Secret from Australian history,” Heritage
NSW, summer 2005-2006, 6, 7.

Evans, Ian, “Charmed,” Reader’s Digest, July 2006, 91-96.

Heritage Matters, Perth, 
WA, April 2009, 8, 9.
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Evans, Ian, “A Shoe in for Protection,” Spellcraft, winter 2009, 4, 5.

Trust News
(National Trusts of Australia), August 2009, 1, 8, 9.

Pickering, Gina, “Royal George Reveals Hidden Bootie,” Trust News

RADIO INTERVIEWS

interviews on which I kept records are as follows.

Saunders, Alan, Houses and Witchcraft, ABC Radio National, 1/5/04.

Harmer, Wendy, Vega 93.5FM, Sydney, 8/9/05, 11.51 am.

Gilbert, Graeme,  2SM, Sydney, 8/9/05, 9.12 pm

McCrossin, Julie, ABC 702, Sydney, 9/9/05, 8.52 am.

Wilton, Murray, Radio 2GB, Sydney, 12/9/05, 7.11 pm.

Delaney, Anne, ABC Local Radio, Riverina, 16/9/05, 9.15 am.

Levi, Scott, ABC Local Radio, Central Coast NSW, 16/9/05, 1.11 pm.

Kilby, David, ABC Canberra, 26/9/05, 1.18 pm. 

Wylie, Fiona, ABC north coast (Lismore), 27/9/05, 9.38 am.

Kelly, Fran, Breakfast, ABC Radio National, 27/9/05.

Mangos, John, 2UE, 27/9/05, 2.16pm.

Munro, Jane, ABC North Coast, NSW, 28/9/05. 
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Kohn, Rachel, Secret House Rituals, The Ark, ABC Radio National, 
  18/10/05. Repeated 1/1/06.

Mysterious and Unexplained, Para-X internet radio: 
  www.para-x.com, 2/11/09, 11.00am – 12.00 noon

TELEVISION COVERAGE

Rewind
  2004.

Emmett, Patrick, “Is your Home hiding anti-witchcraft Charms?”   
Stateline South Australia, 7.30 pm, 28/10/05.
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APPENDIX THREE

BRITISH RESEARCHERS AND INSTITUTIONS

Evisited, in the course of research for this thesis during several visits to the UK. These 

Hertfordshire AL10 9AB UK. Professor Davies, widely recognised as an expert on 

witchcraft and magic in post-medieval Britain, has developed a plan for a systematic 

search throughout the United Kingdom for the material culture of folk magic. The 

surveying and photographing all relevant items from museums, outdoor locations and 

Textile Conservation Centre, formerly at the University of Southampton, Park Avenue, 

Hampton Court Palace

Timothy Easton, independent architectural historian. The Hall

found in East Anglia and elsewhere in the UK. 

Jeremy Harte, Curator, Bourne Hall Museum, Spring St, Epsom, Surrey KT17 

Brian Hoggard, independent folk magic researcher and sometime PhD candidate, 
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Jason Semmens, Assistant Curator, Horsham Museum, 9 Causeway, Horsham, 

June Swann, MBE, Former Keeper of the Boot and Shoe Collection at Northampton 

Boot and Shoe Collection, Northampton Museums and Galleries, Northampton, 

282.
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The following institutions and organizations were contacted during the course of this 

research. Many of them provided information and/or images.

Australian Museum, Sydney

British Museum, London 

British Archaeology magazine 

Burnie Pioneer Village Museum, Burnie, Tasmania

City of Mitcham, Torrens Park, SA

Chiverton House Museum, Northampton, WA

City of Sydney Archives, Sydney 

Cuming Museum, Southwark 

English Heritage, London

Flinders University Archaeology, Bedford Park, SA

Folklore Society, London 

Geraldton Historical Society, Geraldton, WA

Glenorchy City Council, Glenorchy, Tasmania

Greenwich Foundation for the Old Royal Naval College, London 

Hampshire County Council Museums & Archive Service, Winchester 

Historic Houses Trust of NSW, Sydney 

Historic Royal Palaces, London 

Manchester Museum, University of Manchester, Manchester 

Migration Museum, Adelaide 

APPENDIX FOUR

ARCHIVES, LIBRARIES AND INSTITUTIONS
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Mount Horrocks Historical Association, Watervale, SA

Museum of Witchcraft, Boscastle, Cornwall

Newcastle Regional Museum, Newcastle, NSW

Northampton Museums and Gallery, Northampton 

National Archives of Australia, Adelaide

National Museum of Wales, Cardiff 

National Portrait Gallery, London 

National Trust of Australia (NSW), Sydney

National Trust of Australia (WA), Perth

Outdoor Folk Museum, Belfast

Pitt Rivers Museum, Oxford 

Port Arthur Historic Site Management Authority, Port Arthur, Tasmania

Powerhouse Museum, Sydney

Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Scotland, 

Stiftung Deutsches Historisches Museum, Berlin

Society of Antiquaries, London 

Society of Genealogists, Sydney

Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings, London

State Records, NSW, Kingswood 
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University of the Highlands and Islands, Shetland College, Lerwick

University of Notre Dame, Notre Dame, Indiana

University of Western Australia Archaeology, Crawley, WA

Unley Museum, Unley, SA

Weald and Downland Open Air Museum, Chichester

Western Australian Museum, Perth, WA

Wiltshire Heritage Museum, Devizes

Wellcome Images, London

York Residency Museum, York, WA
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APPENDIX FIVE

The following record of concealed cats found in Germany and elsewhere in Continental 

Europe, with a small number from the United Kingdom, was compiled by Dr. Petra 

Schad, City Archivist at Markgroningen, Germany. Dr. Schad’s office is at Marktplatz 1, 

71706 Markgröningen. Phone 07145/93197-0. Email petra.schad@markgroeningen.de.
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